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Lecturer: Rieke Jordan

Wednesdays 12-2 pm
Room: HZ 13
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 3:30-4:30 pm

Reading Robots —
Engineered and Machine Life in American Culture and Literature

Purchase: Philip K. Dick — Do Androids....? ISBN: 978-0575079939
Reader available at Script & Kopie, Wolfsgangstralie 141

19/04 Getting Started for Reading Robots: Introduction and Administration

THE HISTORY OF THE ROBOT AND / IN THE US

26/04 19th Century Mechanized Life

e E.T.A Hofmann, “Der Sandmann”
German: http://gutenberg.spiegel.de/buch/der-sandmann-3093/1
English: http://germanstories.vcu.edu/hoffmann/sand_e.html

o Edgar Allan Poe, “The Man That Was Used Up”
(http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/poe/used_up.html)

03/05 Automata and Machines — The Chess Turk Goes to America
e Ambrose Bierce, “Moxon’s Master”
(http://www.sff.net/people/doylemacdonald/l_moxon.htm)

o Edgar Allan Poe, “Maelzel’s Chess Player”
(http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/poe/maelzel.html)

e Tom Standage, “Monster In A Box”
https:.//www.wired.com/2002/03/turk/

10/05 Centuries Colliding: HBO’s Westworld
o HBO’s Westworld — first episode (available on amazon.de)
o N. Katherine Hayles, How We Became Posthuman, excerpts

o  Emily Nussbaum’s review of Westworld in The New Yorker
http.//www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/10/24/the-meta-politics-of-westworld

THE MORALS / MEANINGS OF LIFE

17/05 Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? #1

o Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Chapters 1-10

o Nathan Heller’'s The New Yorker article “If Animals Have Rights, Should Robots?”
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2016/11/28/if-animals-have-rights-should-
robots

e Jean Baudrillard, “The Automation of the Robot”, from: Simulations

24/05 INDEPENDENT STUDY - FIRST ESSAY DUE!

24/05 Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? #2
o Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Chapters 11-end
o Jean Baudrillard — Simulacra and Simulations, excerpts
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31/05 From Book to Screen: Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner
o Blade Runner (1982)
e Guiliana Bruno, “Ramble City: Postmodernism and Blade Runner.”
e Scott Bukatman, Blade Runner, from BFI Modern Classics. 7-24; 64-86.
e Virtual exhibition about Blade Runner and Do Androids. ..
http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/androids/exhibition/introduction/index.html
07/06 I’ll Be Back: Serializing the Robot

e  The Terminator (1984) and Terminator 2: Judgment Day (1991)
(the movies are available on Netflix)

o Frank Kelleter, “Populére Serialitdt — Eine Einflihrung”

ROBOTS AND GENDER

14/06

Weimar Republic’s Metropolis
e Fritz Lang’s Metropolis: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQPre2dyPd8

o Peter Ruppert, “Technology and the Construction of Gender in Fritz Lang’s
Metropolis”

14/06

SECOND INDEPENDENT STUDY DUE

21/06

Hold Me Closer, Cyborg Dancer
e CL Moore, “No Woman Born” (1944)
e Donna Haraway, "A Cyborg Manifesto”
e Ziauddin Sardar and Borin Van Loon, Introducing Cultural Studies. excerpts.

28/06

Lovers of / in the Machine

o Her (2014) and Ex Machina (2015)
(additional watching, it's worth it! Black Mirror, “Be Right Back™)

e John P. Sullins, “Robots, Love, and Sex: The Ethics of Building a Love Machine”

THE FUTURE OF / AND THE ROBOT

05/07 ONE-PAGE PAPER PROPOSAL FOR HAUSARBEIT DUE!
05/07 Oh, Wonderful, It’s the End of the World?!
e Pixar's Wall-E (2008)
o Dietmar Meinel, “‘Space. The Final Fun-tier’: Returning Home to the Frontier in Wall-
E (2008)”
e John T. Sanders, “On Cuteness”
12/07 INDEPENDENT STUDY — THIRD ESSAY DUE!
12/07 Or Is It? .... The Android and Afrofuturism

o Janelle Monée — Metropolis, The ArchAndroid and The Electric Lady

e Daylanne K English and Alvin Kim, “And Now We Want Our Funk Cut: Janelle
Monée’s Neo-Afrofuturism”

19/07

WRAP UP and REVIEW




