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Ravi-awed by Gerhard Leitner, “Freie. Universität Berlin 
The linguistic “study of Atistialias Aboriginal languages is something for the-l 
specialist and ‚this hook addresses. issues that almost fall outside the domain of 
Australian Studies as an interdisciplinary area. However,- languages have proven to. 
be. crucial elements in our understanding of Aboriginal cultures, social structure, 
'onlnira] transmission and to an understanding of the settlement and diffusion of 
people. lt'  ts therefore important to know whether theyr have .a single ancestor whose 
history can, like that of the Indn- European languag55, be explained on the basis of 5 
51.511511111111111 or familyr “tree model. That model has a long anees'try and goes back to n' 
proposal hy William Schmidts in 19-1-9. It has been refined often and has led to. a“ 
distinction between Fame-Nyungan' and non—Pama-Nyungan languages. The former 
cover some. 80% of the southern part. of the continent,- Cape York and“ two anses 
languages" 1n east Arnhem Land.. The latter cluster in the remaining northern area.. 
extending from close to Cape- York, Arnhem Land on to the Kimberley. That claim 
has been challenged Single-1151111511131, one might say, hy R M.W.Dixo_1t (see 5 g 
review in GASr 1115155151151 17, 2003), vvho dismisses- it and orgues that all that can 
he“ found" 15 small clusters of genetically or typologie-all)! related languages. instead 
of languages dividiilg into others. as a res'ult of separation — such as Em‘opes 
Gerin'anic'languages — all we have is the diffusion of features through contact ot 
separation through the-1551151” 'it. As both hypotheses ”extend to What We know or 
would like te lain-w ahonttireories 17.117255111551551, "cultural diffusion, etc., we can't get 
aclear picture. 

The present volume is a reassessrnent' hy the feina!) tree-' mode]. lt contains l4  
papers, a language and subject index-, a huge bibliography and a CD- RÜM' with- 
additional data to make 11151155115 hit less technical. Central papers 515. the 
introduction by the-- editors and a methodologiCal history hy Koch. Both papers set 
the scene, provide research background and define the tasks ahead. The other papers 
provide minute data,—based analyses ,of what we know about Fanla- Nyungan 
languages. At the end of the book we get» a diffuse picture: of course the model 15 
reconfirmed, a tot" 1s learnt about the type of languages investigateth— but 'fina'l proof 
cannot be given in all cases. 

""l‘he'hook is written for the theoretical and empirical linguistic spec-151151; There is no 
discussion of "socio-historical data, {such as on rni'gration,'1vhieh could have holsteted 
up Some of the far—teaching claims, All papers are revised versions of talks given at 
a conference." ni 200]. The ‚often peculiar Australian tenor of speech' 15 retained— as 
“in O'Grady and 1-1515" 5 11511511555 p 159)- which” ts. __ in ist the least, unhelpful to the 
"rare outside“. 
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