
  
 

 

Postgraduate Forum 2016  
– Conference Program – 

 
University of Hamburg 
Edmund-Siemers-Allee 1 (West Wing) 
Room 121 
20146 Hamburg 
 

Thursday, October 6, 2016 

01:00 pm   Registration opens, Room 121, ESA West 

 

Room: Hörsaal M, ESA Hauptgebäude 

02:00 – 02:40 p.m.   Conference Opening and Welcome 

02:45 – 04:15 p.m.   Panel 1: Reading against the Grain 

    Chair: Julia Wewior (Braunschweig) 

• Alina Schumacher (Münster): “Progressiveness and the Mother 
— A Comparative Reading of Progressive Reformers and Modern 
American Literature” 

• Jaix Chaix (Flensburg): “Theoretical Challenges 
Concerning the Meta-Hoaxes of Poe and Clemens” 

 

• Courtney Moffett-Bateau (Duisburg-Essen): “Narrative Form and 
Race: The Role of the Author in Percival Everett’s Erasure” 

• Florian Gabriel (FU Berlin): “Naturalism and Chance in Early 
Twentieth-Century African American Literature” 

 

04:15 – 04:30 p.m.   Coffee Break 

04:30 – 06:00 p.m.   Panel 2: Spaces and Movement 

Chair: Katharina Christ (HU Berlin) 

• Jiann-Chyng Tu (HU Berlin/ Münster): “Black American Berlin: 
Berlin and Darryl Pinckney’s Black Deutschland” 

• Bianka Gengler (Konstanz): “Building a City on a Dream: Shaping 
the Narrative of American National Myths in the Urban Space of 
Contemporary Los Angeles” 

 
• Elvira Bolanca-Lowman (Marburg): “Resisting Xenophobia: 

Transatlantic Mobility and Aleksandar Hemon’s Immigrant 
Autobiography The Book of My Lives” 

• Isabel Kalous (Gießen): “Roots in Motion — Transatlantic 
Journeys in Contemporary Black Travel Narratives” 

 

06:15 p.m.   Joint Commute to Exhibition Venue 

07:00 – ca. 08:30 p.m. Exhibition Opening of “San Francisco Summerblues” 

at Amerikazentrum Hamburg  

in honor of the German-American Day 

  



  
 

Friday, October 7, 2016 

Room: ESA West 221 

08:45 – 09:00 a.m.   Announcements 

09:00 – 10:30 a.m.   Panel 3: Bodies and Speculative Fictions  

Chair: Simon Whybrew (Graz) 

• Alena Ruether (Oldenburg): “Time Travel in Octavia E. Butler’s 
Kindred: The Grandfather Paradox and Sankofa” 

• Kristina Baudemann (Flensburg): “Imagining the Future in North 
American Indigenous Arts and Literatures” 

 
• Stela Dujakovic (Paderborn): “Age and Stagnation: 

(Un)Restorable Pathologies in Paul Harding’s Tinkers” 
• Juliane Strätz (Potsdam): “The Struggle of Being Alive: Laboring 

Bodies in Paolo Bacigalupi’s The Windup Girl” 
 

10:30 – 11:00 a.m.   Coffee Break 

11:00 – 12:30 p.m.   Panel 4: Writing Lives 

Chair: Cedric Essi (Bremen/ Erlangen-Nürnberg) 

• Mareike Zapp (Gießen): “Spirituality and Life-Writing in Elisabeth 
Elliot’s novel No Graven Image” 

• Anna Weitemeyer (Kassel): “The Exquisite Corpse of History in 
Autobiographies of Harriet Monroe and Conrad Aiken” 

 
• Mareike Spychala (Bamberg): “From Vietnam to Iraq – Female 

Veteran’s Writing About War” 

• Anne Potjans (HU Berlin): “Racialization of Social Space in Ika 
Hügel-Marshall’s Daheim Unterwegs. Ein Deutsches Leben” 

 

12:30 – 01:00 a.m.  COPAS: A Short Introduction 

01:00 – 02:00 p.m.   Lunch Break 

02:00 – 03:30 p.m.   PGF Café “Berufsperspektiven für Promovierte der Amerikanistik ”  

03:30 – 04:00 p.m.  Coffee Break 

04:00 – 05:30 p.m.   Panel 5: Moving Images: TV and Film 

Chair: Janina Wierzoch (Hamburg) 

• Susanne Köller (Konstanz): “(Modern) Event and Duration in 
Contemporary Complex TV” 

• Min Yoo (FU Berlin): “Performing and Narrating Identity: South 
Korean National TV Series and ‘America’” 

 
• Julia Velten (Mainz): “‘Extreme Forms of Aging’ — The Case of 

Sam Berns” 
 

06:00 – 08:00 p.m.  performative Gebäude-Erkundung mit HMJokinen (Arbeitskreis 

HAMBURG POSTKOLONIAL, Initiative freedom roads! und afrika-

hamburg.de): „Echos unter der Weltkuppel: Postkoloniale Kartierung 

des Universitätshauptgebäudes“  

 

from 08:00 p.m.   Self-Pay Conference Dinner at Abaton Bistro and Pub Crawl  



  
 

Saturday, October 8, 2016 

Room: Hörsaal M, ESA Hauptgebäude 

09:00 – 10:30 a.m.   Panel 6: Mediality and Perception 

Chair: Johannes Schmid (Hamburg)  

• Marie Dücker (Graz): “How to Approach the Intermedial 
Interface in Jay Asher’s 2007 Thirteen Reasons Why: A Study in 
Progress” 

• Nicole Schneider (Eichstätt-Ingolstadt): “Visual Activism and the 
Aesthetic Politics of Black Lives Matter” 

 
• Diana Wagner (Marburg): “‘Perceptions and Their Mutability’ in 

Siri Hustvedt’s Works” 
• Stefanie Hellner (Dresden): “When Black Cultural Material 

Travels — Analyzing Facebook Conversations in the Swing Dance 
Scene” 

 

10:30 – 11:00 a.m.  Coffee Break 

11:00 – 01:00 p.m.  PGF-Meeting and Brown Bag Lunch 

01:00 – 02:30 p.m.   Panel 7: Tradition and Dissent  

Chair: tba 

• Lukas D. Herr (Kaiserslautern): “The Strategic Narrator: 

Presidential Narratives of American Exceptionalism and the 

Legitimation of U.S. Military Interventions” 

• Yuwei Ge (Marburg): “Living Women’s History: Tracing the Road 

to Female Leadership in Female Politicians’ Autobiographies in 

the United States” 

 

• Vivian Seidel (Mannheim): “The Western European Reactions to 

the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) in the Transatlantic and 

Diplomatic Context of the 1980s” 

• Ewa Adamkiewicz (Graz): “Critical Existential Thought: Black Lives 
Matter and Traditions of Black Dissent” 

 

02:30 – 03:00 p.m.   Conference Wrap-Up 

 

 

Please note: All times are s.t. Program may still change.  

Please check https://pgf2016blog.wordpress.com/program/ for program updates. 

https://pgf2016blog.wordpress.com/program/

