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Apart from encouraging an innumerable quantity of scholarly works and projects, the subject matter of
Lincoln’s Legacy has also produced an increasing amount of online ventures and digital resource
collections. The Lincoln Pathfinder aims to provide a quick guide to these Web sites and to initiate a
debate, likely to take place in the EFL classroom. Divided into five categories—general, primary,
secondary, visual, and teaching resources—the Lincoln Pathfinder may function as a helpful research
tool and a basis of discussion.

General

Lincoln’s Legacy: Nation Building, Democracy and the Question of Race and Civil Rights
An e-reader that was compiled for the correspondent U.S. Embassy Teacher Academy 2008 at
Potsdam. It includes major academic works on “Lincoln, Race, and Slavery,” but also aims to
provide a wide range of teaching resources such as lesson plans and multimedia tools.
http://usa.usembassy.de/classroom/lincoln.htm
(Embassy of the United States Berlin)

Primary Sources

Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress
The complete collection of Abraham Lincoln Papers consists of approximately 20,000 documents.
The collection is separated into three major series: incoming and outgoing correspondence and
enclosures, drafts of speeches, and notes and printed material.
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtml/malhome.html
(Library of Congress)

Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln
Initially edited by Roy P. Basler, the eight-volume collection of Lincoln’s correspondence and
speeches was published in 1974, but is now available in electronic form.
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/l/lincoln/
(Abraham Lincoln Association)

Papers of Abraham Lincoln
The Papers of Abraham Lincoln Project seeks to prepare a comprehensive electronic edition of
documents. The documents written by and to Abraham Lincoln are categorized into three series: a
set concerning Lincoln’s Legal Papers, one relating to Lincoln’s Springfrield Years, and a final one
regarding Lincoln’s Presidency.
http://www.papersofabrahamlincoln.org/ 
(Illinois Historic Preservation Agency)

Secondary Sources

Abraham Lincoln: A Life  (2008)
The first volume of Michael Burlingame’s Abraham Lincoln: A Life  is available online at no charge.
The Lincoln Studies Center at Knox College offers a manuscript version that makes available all
individual chapters in read-only PDF-format. Volume two is presently in preparation.
http://www.knox.edu/Academics/Distinctive-Programs/Lincoln-Studies-Center/Burlingame-
Abraham-Lincoln-A-Life.html
(Knox College)
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Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association  (at the History Cooperative)
The Journal of the Abraham Lincoln Association  is devoted to up-to-date Lincoln scholarship.
History Cooperative provides free, full-access to every issue from 1979 to the present.
http://www.historycooperative.org/jalaindex.html
(Abraham Lincoln Association)

Journal of American History
The September 2009 edition of the Journal of American History  features a special issue on the
bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. The issue brings together a wide range of international
scholars discussing Lincoln’s legacy and future significance.
http://www.journalofamericanhistory.org/issues/962/index.html
(Organization of American Historians at Indiana University)

Visual Resources

Abraham Lincoln: An Extraordinary Life
The web site provides a compact biographical narrative on Abraham Lincoln that is further
upgraded by an excellent selection of images.
http://americanhistory.si.edu/exhibitions/small_exhibition.cfm?
key=1267&exkey=696&CFID=2880873&CFTOKEN=27836164
(National Museum of American History)

With Malice toward None: The Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Exhibition
With Malice toward None includes rare images as well as extensive information on Lincoln’s life
and career. An interactive device, called The Journey of the President-Elect, is in preparation.
http://myloc.gov/exhibitions/lincoln/Pages/default.aspx
(Library of Congress)

Looking For Lincoln
Presented and written by Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., the documentary addresses
many of the controversial themes relating to Lincoln: race, equality, religion, politics, and
depression. Apart from the freely accessible video, the website also features a section for
educators.
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/lookingforlincoln
(PBS)

Teaching Resources

Abraham Lincoln’s Classroom
Abraham Lincoln’s Classroom offers support to teaching Abraham Lincoln’s speeches, Abraham
Lincoln and the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln on slavery and emancipation, and Abraham Lincoln’s
political journey. It includes lesson plans, a quiz collection and a variety of images for classroom
use.
http://www.abrahamlincolnsclassroom.org
(The Lincoln Institute)

Lincoln-Douglas Debates Digital Classroom
Devoted to the famous Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858, the Digital Classroom offers a Lincoln-
Douglas Photostory, a 3D Map Room, a video section, web guides, and information for further
reading.
http://housedivided.dickinson.edu/debates
(House Divided Project)

Teachers Classroom Materials: Abraham Lincoln
A themed resources web site, hosted by the Library of Congress, that comprises speeches of
Lincoln, information on the Civil War, lesson plans, classroom activities and a primary source set.
The website is focused to give an insight into Lincoln’s political and personal life.
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/lincoln
(Library of Congress)
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The Lincoln Log: A Daily Chronology of the Life of Abraham Lincoln
The Lincoln Log incorporates Lincoln Day-by-Day: A Chronology  that was compiled and published
in 1960. It offers a day-by-day compilation of events in Lincoln’s life and career.
http://www.thelincolnlog.org/view
(Illinois Historic Preservation Agency)
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