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Abstract

This introductory essay for a special issue of the Journal for Transatlantic Stud-
ies on the transnational dimension of anti-communism in the Cold War provides a
brief overview of the historical research on anti-communism to date. It presents anti-
communism as a multifaceted phenomenon that should be studied not only as an
ideological frame of reference and a political practice, but also as a social movement
with an integrative, identity-forming function, and a high degree of mobilization and
organization. In line with the contributions to the special issue, this essay argues that
in the ‘long’ 1960s, (non-state) anti-communist actors and movements were forced
to fundamentally adapt their thinking and actions in the face of Détente and global
change. In order to keep anti-communism alive and to counter the policy of Détente,
they intensified their transnational cooperation, which increasingly transcended the
transatlantic level and took on a global dimension.

In 2010, Akira Iriye and Rana Mitter noted: ‘In contrast to the Left, the Right has
not been examined systematically as a transnational movement.”' While transnational
approaches are an established part of Cold War Studies, they continue to be associ-
ated mostly with progressive, left-wing, and humanitarian causes. Typically, the inter-
nationalist rhetoric and cosmopolitan self-image of progressive actors are contrasted
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with the nationalist attitudes of a political right seemingly incapable of any serious
transnational interaction. However, recent work, for example on the history of fas-
cism and national socialism, has shown that even radical nationalist movements and
regimes were able and willing to engage in transnational cooperation and networking.
The resulting processes of transfer and interdependence cannot simply be understood
as an emulation of ideological and political opponents. Rather, they must be seen as
a genuine component of conservative, ‘reactionary,’ and radical right-wing thinking.’

The articles in this special issue focus on the transatlantic exchange and inter-
action of anti-communist actors during the ‘long’ 1960s (1955-1975). Following
Johannes GroBmann’s analysis, anti-communism should be understood as a mul-
tifaceted phenomenon. It can therefore be analysed as an intellectual and rhetori-
cal frame of reference, as a political practice, but also as a social movement.> This
approach allows us to see anti-communism as more than the simple negation of a
particular socio-economic theory, a political current, or a ruling system. As the con-
tributions to this special issue will show, anti-communism had not only a destructive
but also a creative dimension: it generated new ideas, gave new meaning to contexts
and policies, and had an integrative and community-building effect.

This special issue focuses on anti-communism as a social movement. It examines
how the specific context of the Cold War shaped transnational forms of social interac-
tion. Shortly after the end of the Second World War, the aggressive sovietization of
East-Central Europe and the growing rivalry and mistrust between the former allies
triggered the creation of anti-communist propaganda agencies and action committees
in various West European countries. Driven by key events such as the outbreak of
the Greek Civil War, the forced communist takeover of the Czechoslovak govern-
ment, the Berlin Blockade, and the show trial against the Hungarian Prince-Primate
Jézsef Mindszenty, many of these anti-communist organizations joined forces to
form transnational networks. The late 1940s and early 1950s saw a proliferation of
international associations with anti-communist convictions and cumbersome names
such as the Comité International de Défense de la Civilisation Chrétienne (Interna-
tional Committee for the Defence of Christian Culture),4 the Comité International

2 See, programmatically, Kiran Klaus Patel, ‘In Search of a Transnational Historicization: National
Socialism and Its Place in History,” in Conflicted Memories. Europeanizing Contemporary Histories, eds.
Konrad H. Jarausch and Thomas Lindenberger (New York: Routledge, 2007), 96—116; Kiran Klaus Patel
and Sven Reichardt, ‘The Dark Side of Transnationalism: Social Engineering and Nazism, 1930s—1940s,’
Journal of Contemporary History 51, no. 1 (January 2016): 3-21; Arnd Bauerkdmper and Grzegorz Ros-
solinski, eds., Fascism without Borders: Transnational Connections and Cooperation between Move-
ments and Régimes in Europe from 1918 to 1945 (New York: Berghahn, 2017).

3 Johannes GroBmann, ““Die Grundtorheit unserer Epoche”? Neue Forschungen und Zuginge zur
Geschichte des Antikommunismus,” Archiv fiir Sozialgeschichte 56 (2016): 549-90. Gromann refers to
Andreas Wirschings’s typology, which defines anti-communism as a dynamic interplay of empirical, ide-
ological, and functional logics. See Andreas Wirsching, ‘Antikommunismus als Querschnittsphinomen
politischer Kultur, 1917-1945, in “Geistige Gefahr” und “Immunisierung der Gesellschaft”: Antikom-
munismus und politische Kultur in der frithen Bundesrepublik, eds. Stefan Creuzberger and Dierk Hoff-
man (Munich: Oldenbourg, 2014), 14-28.

4 Johannes GroBmann, Die Internationale der Konservativen: Transnationale Elitenzirkel und private
Aufienpolitik in Westeuropa seit 1945 (Munich: De Gruyter Oldenbourg, 2014c), 77-111; idem, ‘The
Comité International de Défense de la Civilisation Chrétienne and the Transnationalisation of Anti-Com-
munist Propaganda in Western Europe after the Second World War,” in Transnational Anti-Communism
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d’Information et d’Action Sociale (CIAS, International Committee for Information
and Social Action)’ and the Congress for Cultural Freedom.® Structured according to
different political and social milieus, these networks were usually based on personal
contacts inherited from the interwar period or the Second World War.

By the mid-1950s, these international anti-communist organizations had become
the backbone of a ‘state-private network’,” firmly embedded in the transatlantic
security architecture, which helped to implement the principles of the US policy of
liberation and containment in Western Europe. This network was funded by wealthy
individuals, private companies, and public authorities. A substantial part of its fund-
ing came from the USA, where the CIA, the Free Europe Committee, and the Ford
Foundation were particularly generous donors.® Within Western Europe, the German
Federal Government soon became the most important supporter. This discreet ‘out-
sourcing’ of anti-communist ‘enlightenment’ and ‘civic education’ enabled donors
to avoid uncomfortable demands and public criticism about embarrassing affinities
with National Socialist and Fascist propaganda campaigns. At the same time, the
recourse to private and voluntary engagement promised to be more persuasive and
to have a wider social impact than government-initiated campaigns. Finally, state-
sponsored anti-communist activism served as a tool to integrate radical tendencies
into the democratic political system and public opinion formation, while at the same
time preventing them from relapsing into anti-liberal thinking. The state authorities
approved this kind of symbiotic relationship because it allowed them to control pri-
vate initiatives and to intervene at any time. The private anti-communist organiza-
tions, in turn, could rely on a solid financial base and an extensive state protection.9

The existence of this anti-communist ‘state-private network’ shaped the politi-
cal culture of Western Europe in two ways: On the one hand, it fostered a liberal-
democratic self-image in opposition to the Eastern European ‘people’s democracies’

Footnote 4 (continued)

and the Cold War: Agents, Actions, and Networks, eds. Luc van Dongen, Stéphanie Roulin and Giles
Scott-Smith (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014b), 251-62.

5 Cf. the unpublished Ph.D. dissertation by Bernard Ludwig, Anticommunisme et guerre psychologique
en République Fédérale d’Allemagne et en Europe (1950-1956): Démocratie, diplomaties et réseaux
transnationaux (Paris: Université Paris 1, 2011); idem, ‘Le Comité européen et international Paix et
Liberté: ‘Internationale’ ou réseau de 1’anticommunisme? (1950-1970),” in Bulletin de I’Institut Pierre
Renouvin, no. 20 (Autumn 2004): 13-33.

6 Peter Coleman, The Liberal Conspiracy: The Congress for Cultural Freedom and the Struggle for the
Mind of Postwar Europe (New York: Free, 1989); Pierre Grémion, Intelligence de I’anticommunisme: Le
Congres pour la liberté de la culture a Paris (Paris: Fayard, 1995); Michael Hochgeschwender, Freiheit
in der Offensive? Der Kongress fiir Kulturelle Freiheit und die Deutschen (Munich: Oldenbourg, 1998).

7 Helen Laville and Hugh Wilford, eds., The US Government, Citizen Groups and the Cold War: The
State-Private Network (London: Routledge, 2006).

8 PFrances Stonor Saunders, Who Paid the Piper? The CIA and the Cultural Cold War (London: Granta,
1999); Giles Scott-Smith, The Politics of Apolitical Culture: The Congress for Cultural Freedom, the
CIA and Post-War American Hegemony (London/New York: Routledge, 2002); Katalin Kadar Lynn, ed.,
The Inauguration of Organized Political Warfare: Cold War Organizations Sponsored by the National
Committee for a Free Europe/Free Europe Committee (Saint Helena: HHP, 2013); Volker R. Berghahn,
America and the Intellectual Cold Wars in Europe: Shepard Stone between Philanthropy, Academy, and
Diplomacy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001).

9 Cf. GroBmann, (2014c¢), 103-4.
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as well as the communist parties and ‘fellow travellers’ in Western Europe and the
USA.'% On the other hand, the common struggle against the communist threat inten-
sified the intellectual exchange across national borders and promoted a transatlan-
tic sense of community. The rapprochement under the banner of anti-communism,
which dated back to the interwar period and included non-democratic states such
as Franco’s Spain and Salazar’s Portugal,!! became an important pillar of European
and transatlantic integration.

To date, research on Cold War anti-communism has been largely confined to the
period between the late 1940s and the 1950s, with a strong focus on the USA and
Western Europe. There are numerous accounts of the ‘Red Scare’ in the USA during
the McCarthy era.'? Several studies have also examined the history of anti-commu-
nism in various West European countries such as France, Germany, Italy, the UK,
Belgium, and Switzerland.'*> However, very few authors have attempted to compare
different national regimes and types of anti-communism.'* Existing studies of anti-
communism as a transnational phenomenon focus mainly on its role as a core ele-
ment of “Western’ propaganda and as an ideological lubricant of the transatlantic
alliance. The efforts of the CIA and various American foundations to support Euro-
pean anti-communist elites are therefore relatively well known.'> However, these
studies tend to underestimate the remarkable ideological flexibility of anti-commu-
nism, the diversity of its manifestations, and its integrative role at the international
or even global level.

10 For a recent study of the philo-communist milieu in Western Europe, see, for example, Sonja GroB-
mann, Falsche Freunde im Kalten Krieg? Sowjetische Freundschaftsgesellschaften in Westeuropa als
Instrumente und Akteure der Cultural Diplomacy (Munich: De Gruyter Oldenbourg, 2019).

' Cf. Johannes GroBmann, ““Baroque Spain” as Metaphor: Hispanidad, Europeanism and Cold War
Anti-Communism in Francoist Spain,” Bulletin of Spanish Studies 91, no. 5 (2014a): 755-71; Jiir-
gen Zimmerer, ‘““Der bestregierte Staat Europas™: Salazar und sein “Neues Portugal” im konservativen
Abendland-Diskurs der frithen Bundesrepublik Deutschland,” in Portugal-Alemanha-Brasil: Actas do VI
Encontro Luso-Alemdo, vol. 1, eds. Orlando GroBegesse, Erwin Koller, Armando Malheiro da Silva and
Mario Matos (Braga: Universidad do Minho (2003), 81-101.

12 See for example John E. Haynes, Red Scare or Red Menace? American Communism and Anticom-
munism in the Cold War Era (Chicago: Dee, 1996); Larry Ceplair, Anti-Communism in Twentieth-Cen-
tury America: A Critical History (Santa Barbara/Oxford: Praeger, 2011); Jonathan P. Herzog, The Spirit-
ual-Industrial Complex: America’s Religious Battle against Communism in the Early Cold War (Oxford/
New York: Oxford University Press, 2011).

13 Dominique Lejeune, La peur du ‘rouge’ en France: Des partageux aux gauchistes (Paris: Belin,
2003); Creuzberger and Hoffmann (2014); Andrea Mariuzzo, Communism and Anti-Communism in
Early Cold War Italy: Language, Symbols and Myths (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2018);
Matthew Gerth, Anti-Communism in Britain during the Early Cold War: A very British Witch Hunt (Lon-
don: University of London Press, 2023); Pascal Delwit and José Gotovitch, eds., La peur du rouge (Brus-
sels: Edition de 1’Université de Bruxelles, 1996); Michel Caillat, Mauro Cerutti, Jean-Francois Fayet and
Stéphanie Roulin, eds., Histoire(s) de I’anticommunisme en Suisse — Geschichte(n) des Antikommunis-
mus in der Schweiz (Ziirich: Chronos, 2009).

4 With regard to anti-communist regimes of repression and persecution, see Christian Gerlach and
Clemens Six, eds., The Palgrave Handbook of Anti-Communist Persecutions (Cham: Palgrave Macmil-
lan, 2020). With a similar, though less explicit, focus and a very simplistic line of argument, see Wolf-
gang Wippermann, Heilige Hetzjagd: Eine Ideologiegeschichte des Antikommunismus (Berlin: Rotbuch,
2012).

15 Cf. for example Saunders (1999); Scott-Smith (2002).
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Few studies have explicitly addressed the function of Cold War anti-communism
as a driver of transnational networking, cooperation, and community building.'®
These studies also show that the political framework and institutional structures
and forms of anti-communist activity began to change fundamentally from the late
1950s onwards. With Stalin’s death and the end of the Korean War, but also with
the accelerated dissolution of the European colonial empires and the resulting over-
lap of the East—West conflict with the North—-South dichotomy,'” the Cold War had
shifted from a predominantly geopolitical conflict to a daily battle for the hearts and
minds of the people.'® ‘Interdependence’ was about to become the buzzword of a
new way of thinking that emphasized the need for political cooperation across ideo-
logical divides.!” Anti-communist ideology had begun its slow retreat from every-
day politics in Europe and the USA, paving the way for ideas of ‘Peaceful Coexist-
ence’ and practical steps towards ‘Détente’ between opposing ideological beliefs,
socio-economic concepts and political systems.?’ The simplistic dichotomy of the
Communist Bloc versus the Free World underwent significant changes on both sides
of the Atlantic, as new (non-state) actors and voices entered the political scene and
became part of the political discourse.

It is precisely this transformative and dynamic phase of the ‘long’ 1960s that
is the focus of this special issue. Looking at a wide range of transnational circles
that sought to keep anti-communism alive and to counter Détente, our contributions
address similarities, differences and interactions, with a particular attention to the
transatlantic ties between Europe and the USA. Using the transnational as an ana-
lytical framework, the authors will discuss the agency of anti-communist actors in
the USA and Europe, highlighting the role of such forces in the ongoing process
of transnationalization during the Cold War. The contributions emphasize the role
of anti-communist non-state actors and media as well as the cultural dimension of
transatlantic relations during the Cold War. By stressing the plurality of sceptical
voices and anti-communist positions in a period seemingly dominated by diplomatic
efforts at East—West rapprochement, this special issue feeds into recent debates on

16 See, especially, Giles Scott-Smith, Western Anti-Communism, and the Interdoc Network: Cold War
Internationale (Basingstoke/New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2012); van Dongen, Roulin and Scott-
Smith, Transnational Anti-Communism (London: Palgrave MacMillan 2014); GroBmann (2014c). For
the interwar period, the transnational dimension of anti-communism has been highlighted by Marla
Stone and Giuliana Chamedes, eds., Special Section: Anti-communism in Transnational Perspective.
Journal of Contemporary History 53, no. 1 (January 2018). See also Stéphanie Roulin, Un credo anti-
communiste: La commission Pro Deo de I’Entente internationale anticommuniste, ou La dimension reli-
gieuse d’un combat politique, 1924—1945 (Lausanne: Antipodes, 2010).

17 See Jiirgen Dinkel, Steffen Fiebrig and Frank Reichherzer, eds., Nord/Siid: Perspektiven auf eine
globale Konstellation (Berlin: De Gruyter Oldenbourg, 2020).

18 For the development of psychological warfare during the Cold War, see Kenneth Osgood, ‘The Perils
of Co-Existence: Peace and Propaganda in Eisenhower’s Foreign Policy,” in The Cold War after Stalin’s
Death: A Missed Opportunity for Peace?, eds. Klaus Larres and Kenneth Osgood (Lanham: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2006), 36-43.

19 See Martin Deuerlein, Das Zeitalter der Interdependenz: Globales Denken und internationale Politik
in den langen 1970er Jahren (Gottingen: Wallstein, 2020).

20 Michael J. Heale, American Anticommunism: Combatting the Enemy within 1830-1970 (Baltimore:
John Hopkins University Press, 1990).
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the Cultural Cold War in the Euro-Atlantic sphere.’! In doing so, it contributes to a
new understanding of transnational dynamics during the Cold War era, demonstrat-
ing that anti-communist and ‘reactionary’ forces were indeed an active part of this
ongoing process of transnationalization and globalization during the ‘long’ 1960s,
as they exploited new social, technological, and political developments for their own
agenda.

The four papers approach this common core of the theme from different perspec-
tives. They are presented in chronological order. Thomas Gijswijt focuses on the
early meetings of the Bilderberg group and the role that positive and negative emo-
tions played in the debate on how to counter communism in Europe. While all par-
ticipants of the Bilderberg meetings were convinced that the future of the ‘West’ lay
in (social) market capitalism and that the Soviet Union was a major force of threat
and insecurity, ideas about how to effectively counter communist influence were of
great debate. Gijswijt argues that it was a mixture of negative and positive emo-
tions that guided the group in these discussions and that a clear separation between
‘negative’ and ‘positive’ anti-communism in the transatlantic Bilderberg group is
not possible.

Agnes Dubler goes beyond the transatlantic to analyse private international and
transnational anti-communist actors and institutions on a global scale. The arti-
cle sheds light on the particularities of global anti-communism during the ‘long’
1960s. It does so by tracing the path of French journalist and anti-communist activ-
ist Suzanne Labin from socialist, but fiercely anti-Stalinist, circles in France to
becoming the first female permanent member of the global anti-communist umbrella
organization, the World Anti-Communist League (WACL). An ardent critic of the
policy of Détente pursued by the American government and its Western European
allies, she established herself as one of the leading voices in the fight against Com-
munism and the call for a global coordination of anti-communist forces. Labin’s
ambiguous alliances as a committed socialist with seemingly right-wing organiza-
tions underline the ideological diversity and contradictions within anti-communist
networks and actors at the national, transatlantic, and global levels during the ‘long’
1960s.

Colin Reynolds works with the idea of transfers of communist threat scenarios.
Reynolds focuses on a historical approach to the anti-communist, right-wing John
Birch Society, and the combination of race and anti-communism. By analysing how
the depiction of alleged war crimes by African freedom movements influenced the
fight against Communism in the USA, Reynolds establishes transatlantic cultural
transfers as a central strategy in post-McCarthy anti-communism on the political
right. He shows that right-wing anti-communists deliberately used news and narra-
tives of ‘black violence’ in Africa to establish a mental connection between freedom
movements, violence against whites, and communist subversion. Transferred to the
USA, these depictions were used to increase the fear of communists, to associate the
Civil Rights Movement with communist aggression and, finally, to fight the process

2l Giles Scott-Smith and Hans Krabbendam, eds., The Cultural Cold War in Western Europe 1946—1960
(London: Cass, 2003); Annette Vowinckel, Markus Payk and Thomas Lindenberger, eds., Cold War Cul-
tures: Perspectives on Eastern and Western European Societies (New York: Berghahn, 2012).
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of African American integration in the USA. The results of these transfers are still
visible today in the conversation about African American civil rights and the back-
lash against it today.

In the final paper on the Cercle Violet, Johannes Gromann reflects on the links
between the developments in transatlantic anti-communism under the influence
of Détente and the ‘neo-conservatism’ of the 1980s. Gromann argues that what
was new about ‘neo-conservatism’ was above all its transnational dynamic. Previ-
ously, very different national traditions of conservatism began to converge around
the question of how the means of Détente could be used constructively to overcome
the perceived communist threat. Jean Violet and his Cercle argued that in order to
win the Cold War, the “West” would have to surpass the communist model in terms
of soft power and attractiveness. Détente, therefore, did not lead to a disintegration,
but rather to a relocation and transformation of anti-communism. This renewal of
anti-communism was a crucial intellectual component of transatlantic ‘neo-con-
servatism’ and, from the late 1970s, increasingly influenced governmental decision-
making in the USA and Western Europe.

The four articles in this special issue examine the role of hitherto overlooked or
underestimated individuals and groups in determining the course of the Cold War.
They analyse their motivations and interests, how they wielded power and influence,
and the role they played in shaping Cold War foreign policy debates. In doing so,
they reveal the autonomous agency of non-state actors as a widely underestimated
facet of the ‘Transnational Transatlantic’.>> Anti-communism is analysed in its qual-
ity as a transnational movement that was not simply negative and destructive, but
capable of incorporating new ideas, implementing new policies and integrating com-
munities within and across national borders. The contributors show that the history
of anti-communism is more than a storey of narrow-minded ideologists and state
repression, more than a by-product and side-effect of Fascism, National Socialism,
or the Cold War. Rather, it promises independent insights into the deep historical
currents and driving forces of the 20th century. It offers new, stimulating perspec-
tives on canonized fields of research. And it contributes to the further development
of methodological approaches that seek to analyse and represent the interaction of
ideas, practices, and actors, of worldviews, political cultures and social movements
in transnational and global settings.

Funding Open Access funding enabled and organized by Projekt DEAL.
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